

GOVERNOR’S ADVISORY COUNCIL 

ON DISABILITY AFFAIRS

MINUTES July 24th, 2012

The Governor’s Advisory Council held a meeting on July 24th, 2012, at 150 N. 3rd Street in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  GACDA Chairperson, Donna S. Breaux, presided.  

Attendees:





Absent:
Margaret Hill





Sen.Dorsey

Donna Breaux




Willard Hamilton


Carol Lirette

                                         Yvonne Bell

Kay Rone Wilson




Rep. Scott Simon


Brandon Jones




Janet Pace

Stephen Kauffman




Wilfred Barry


Julie Nesbit





Benjamin Cornwell
David Gill





Mike Watts
Missy Graves




 
Mitch Granger






Guests:




 


H. Brandon Burris








Joey Cooper








Jamar Ennis 








Catherine Morgan 

Quorum was present.
CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS

GACDA Chairperson, Donna Breaux, called the meeting to order at 10:09AM, and asked everyone to briefly introduce themselves.  All present, including GODA Staff, identified themselves and their represented agencies.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
No visitors were present to participate in public comments.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Carol Lirette made a motion and David Gill seconded the motion. The January 24th meeting minutes were amended and approved without any opposition or abstentions. 
GOVERNOR’S ADVISORY COUNCIL ON DISABILITY AFFAIRS CHAIRPERSON REPORT

Chairperson Donna Breaux mentioned that GACDA has plenty of knowledge and experience that needs to be utilized and shared with the community.  

GOVERNOR’S OFFICE ON DISABILITY AFFAIRS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT

Brandon Burris discussed the appointments being made and the waiting process for the Senate appointments. Once all the members waiting to be appointed are appointed we will have a full Council. At the present time we are working at quorum.  All governor appointed councils are struggling with memberships. Initially, Burris planned on conducting the New Member Introductions Project, but will wait until there is a full GACDA council. Nesbit suggested that potential members of GACDA should be invited to participate in future meetings even if they lack approval from Boards and Commissions.
Burris circulated a document relative to the important bills from the 2012 legislative session. Furthermore, Brandon spoke on various legislative achievements and other news in regards to the 2012 legislative session. Various members spoke about their particular work with session activities and the impacts of legislation and the new directives/law. Waiver slots, education, programs and personnel were discussed. [Action] the Council wants invite OCDD (Ph.D Brackin), OAAS (Hugh), and OBH to the next meeting. Brandon also spoke about the LGSI impact and reduction of offices and personnel. . Brandon mentioned that the remaining programs under OCP are: GODA, LYFE, Safe and Drug Free Schools, and SICC. 
NEW BUSINESS 

Jamar Ennis discussed Mobility Parking - how to get involved, history, and impacts. GODA is in discussion with Mack Marsh who is implementing the program in Texas. Many members shared their support, reservations, and concerns for having a program. [Action] having possible presentation/conference call/ for members with questions and clarification by Mack. GODA also mentioned Metasoft projects - our staff will do the data research and need to do so because of the project time running out. 
GODA has concerns about the GOLD Awards and Inclusive Art programs numbers dropping off in participation. GODA may petition the other program’s to submit their nominees and the Council gave input on how to proceed. [Action] form a committee to get involved. 
Steve discussed “complete streets” sponsored by DOTD and public meetings being accessible physically and the need to have transit lines available. [Action]  GODA will look into the policies and procedures of the agencies involved. 
ANNOUNCEMNT/ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING:

Missy graves made a motion to adjourn seconded by Chairperson, Donna Breaux, who announced the next meeting would take place on October 23, 2012. The meeting was adjourned by GACDA Chairperson, Donna Breaux, at approximately 11:56PM.            
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